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originating cause of leprosy it is not the sole cause of its I

prevalence. Having once originated in a community it may
possibly spread to some slight extent by what Mr. Hutchinson
calls commensal communication." It will be observed that

the above remarks apply mainly to leprosy as existing in
India. A meeting will be held at the Polyclinic on Friday
next, May 15th, at 2.30 P.M., Lord George F. Hamilton,
Secretary of State for India, taking the chair, when Mr.
Hutchinson will report the results of his tour. Discussion I
will be invited and an interesting debate is to be expected. IIIII.
THE POTENTIALITIES UNDER THE PAVEMENT.

EVIDENCE has been forthcoming on more than one occasion
that the roadways and pavements of London need to be dis-
turbed with some care, for there are forces locked up there
which bad management might easily release with disastrous
results. It is enough to make the nervous pedestrian shudder
when he realises that within a few inches below him are
electric cables of 10,000 voltage in close proximity to

high-pressure gas mains. Near these, again, is the
water main the escape of water from which is calcu-
lated to rot the insulator of the cable or the joints
of the gas conduit. Some alarm was created in the

Strand last Sunday in the neighbourhood of the building
operations being carried on near the Savoy Hotel by
the occurrence of a subsidence of a considerable area of

ground which involved the pavement, and a four-inch gas
main and three electric cables were exposed to view and
submitted to a dangerous degree of twisting. The subsidence

proceeded for some hours and the danger of the situation
was increased by the fact that being Sunday there
were no workmen at hand to give assistance. Eventually
it was discovered that the collapse was due to a load of
bricks which weighed about eight or nine tons pressing
upon the roof oi some obselete cellars and it is reported
that the whole neighbourhood is honeycombed with cellars
of an ancient date. The bricks were removed as

quickly as possible and thus all danger was averted
out not before a considerable escape of gas had taken

place. It seems incredible that such big building
operat’ons should have been conducted before the honey-
combed condition of the foundations was ascertained. It

appears to us that the contractors must have exhibited

great carelessness or misjudgment in not having taken steps
to provide that the ground destined for building operations
was firm enough to stand the weight of a load or so of bricks.
In these days of all sorts of potentialities beneath the

pavements the greatest care needs to be exercised in order
that the paths of gas, water, and electricity may not be
interrupted, for in the absence of such care disaster may
readily ensue. 

-

THE PREVALENCE OF SMALL-POX.

THE Local Government Board for Scotland intimates that

during the period from April 16th to 30th inclusive 1 case
of small-pox has been notified to it-viz., from the parish
of Peebles. Small-pox continues to spread chiefly in the
Midlands and in the North of England. With regard to
Liverpool Mr. Weir, M.P., has given notice that he
will ask the President of the Local Government Board
whether he is aware that during the last six months there
have been some 1400 cases of small-pox and 90 deaths
and whether he will consider the desirability of appointing
one of the Board’s medical inspectors to inquire into the
measures which are being adopted by the health authorities
to cope with the disease. At Leicester on April 30th there
were 90 cases of small-pox under treatment, while cases are
still being reported from Nottingham, Coventry, Manchester,
and Cardiff, and at midnight on May 3rd there were 48

cases under treatment in the hospitals of the Metropolitan
Asylums Board. In Dublin the total number of cases

notified last week was 25. Difficulties arise from conceal-
ment of cases and last week nine cases so concealed
were discovered. We notice that Mr. J. Byrne Power,
medical officer of health of Kingstown, states in his April
report: "What has been accomplished in Kingstown as

regards both primary vaccination and revaccination has been
mainly owing to the cooperation of the Catholic clergy."
We commend the example of their Roman Catholic brethren
to the clergy generally.

"PSEUDO-VARIOLA."

WE have recently received a small brochure which is
dated August, 1901, and is not without interest in its

bearing on the question at issue between Barbados and

Trinidad to which we referred in a leading article in

THE LANCET of May 2nd, p. 1248. For it deals with
the eruptive skin disease" which the authors say "has
been prevailing extensively in many parts of the United
States for the past three years," and therefore was doubtless
the same varioloid epidemic which afterwards prevailed in
Canada and later in the West Indies. The authors are Dr.

Simonton, Dr. Sloan, and Dr. Porter, who give their experi-
ence of this highly infectious " disorder as it appeared in
the far west in 1900-01 in the mining town of Roslyn,
Washington, situated about 2500 feet above the sea level.
Here in a small community of 4000, not one in ten of whom had
ever been vaccinated, this disease spread to such an extent
that 1500 cases were observed. Not one of these cases was
fatal and the writers confess that if it had been true small-

pox such a result in an unvaccinated community would be
without a parallel. They argue that, similar as it was to

variola vera in some of its features, it differed in others and
ask why it should not be regarded as a distinct affection, as
distinct as r&ouml;theln is from measles, or pseudo-diphtheria
from diphtheria. A large number of the cases, especially in
children, were of a very mild type-there being no pre-
monitory symptoms, while there was a scanty papular rah
which became vesicular but never pustular. In the more

severe cases there was premonitory fever preceding the
eruption of the papules on the face and the trunk which,
like varicella, appeared in "crops," and the vesicular

stage assumed a semi-confluent or confluent character.
But no pustulation or pitting occurred except in cases

where the vesicles had been irritated by scratching. Nor
did any complications or sequelse arise. The affection
which they thus describe is certainly very similar to many
of the cases observed lately in Trinidad, but not to those
which, according to Mr. J. F. E. Bridger, more nearly
resembled true variola. The experience of Roslyn, too,
was like that of Trinidad in that quarantine could not

be carried out and infection was freely disseminated.

Dr. Simonton, Dr. Sloan, and Dr. Porter further aver

that not only did the unvaccinated children exhibit the

disease in its mildest form, but that in the few cases in

which they persuaded the people to be vaccinated this
measure had no appreciable effect in preventing the disease
and vaccination was successfully performed in those who had
recently convalesced. They add, somewhat significantly it
seems to us, that Roslyn, unlike some other towns of the
United States, perhaps owed its freedom from fatalities to
the fact that no cases of true small-pox were mingled with
those of this 11 pseudo-variola "-thus emphasising the dis-
tinction upon which much stress has been laid in Trinidad
that if such a disease were small-pox it ’llUlst be more fatal
than has been the case in these outbreaks. Since there is

apparently no very marked criterion other than this of mild-
ness of type to distinguish the I true " from the ’’ false "


